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“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or
abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to
petition the government for a redress of grievances.”

- The First Amendment

Course Syllabus
Course Name: Multimedia Production

Course Description: In this upper level production course, students develop their broadcast and print
journalism skills by exploring various elements of television and print production. The areas of focus are
interviewing, storytelling, sports, weather, news, and other activities that are relevant to the student body.
Students will be expected to do electronic news gathering, creating compelling stories, and delivering those
stories through various media outlets including the daily show, website, and social media.

Course Materials/Resources:
SD Card (Required): All filming done will need SD cards.
Software: Adobe CC (Premiere, After Effects, Photoshop, Audition), YouMeScript.com

Special Course Features:

Career and Technical Student Organization (CTSO):

SkillsUSA is a national student organization. SkillsUSA is a partnership of students, teachers, and industry
working together to ensure America has a skilled workforce. SkillsUSA helps each student excel. SkillsUSA
programs include local, state, and national competitions in which students demonstrate occupational and
leadership skills. Students can join SkillsUSA for a $50 fee that includes both the state and national
membership. It also includes the costs associated with the local and regional competition. Students who join
can expect to participate in community service projects, develop leadership skills, and meet connections in
their industry. This is a great way to earn extra credit and to add to your resume for college or work
applications.

SkillsUSA Local Competition 1 - November
SkillsUSA Local Competition 2 - February
SkillsUSA Regional Competition - TBA
SkillsUSA State Competition - April 11-13, 2025


http://www.youtube.com/lakerupdate
http://www.wbspectrum.com
http://www.wbhsdma.org

Post-Secondary Connections:

Students may be eligible to receive free or reduced college credit after successful completion of Digital Media
Arts. The grade qualifications and number of college credit hours available varies by the college with which it is
affiliated.

This course has articulated credit agreements with the following colleges/universities:
e Central Michigan University
e Ferris State University
e Henry Ford College

This course has direct credit agreements with the following colleges/universities:
e Grand Valley State University

Credentials:

The software that is being used offers students the opportunity to pass their certification exams and receive a
credential from the company. This can be added to resumes and is an added resource for those looking to
pursue a career in this field. Certification will be offered in Adobe Premiere.

Safety Training:

Safety Training is mandatory for all students. There will be a required module through Canvas that all students
must complete. There will also be safety training as needed when new topics are introduced. These are
non-negotiable for students.

Work Based Learning:

Work Based Learning is an essential part of Career and Technical Education. Students will be expected to
participate in a variety of learning opportunities that happen outside of the classroom. This could include event
recordings, field trips, guest speakers, etc.

Course Requirements:

MIPA Fall Conference

All Multimedia students are required to attend the MIPA Fall Conference on October 22nd where they will
have the opportunity to take workshops from industry professionals about different journalism topics. The cost
to attend is $20. Students will be expected to find workshops that align with our program goals. An itinerary will
be provided ahead of time. A worksheet will be provided and used as the grade. Students interested in
continuing in this program for MMP 2 and 3 and pursuing leadership positions will need to participate in the
summer MIPA Camp or Focal Point to continue advancing their skills.

News Content

Students are required to create all the content for the student news broadcast. MMP students are also required
to attend all during school events for recording and press coverage. This includes pep assemblies and
activities that might be done during lunch, or any other events that are done during the school day and not
taken from classes. Recordings done outside of school are done for project points.

Career Path: The following is a sample list of careers: Journalist, Designer, Print Editor, Digital Media
Producer, Motion Graphics and New Media Artist, Multi-Media Artist, Special Effects and Animation, Visual



Artist, Cinematographer, Director, Producer, Actor, Stage Manager, Lighting Director, Sound Engineer, Set
Designer, Costuming, Editor, Storyboard Artist, Digital Designer, Motion Graphics, Photography.

Ethics & Responsibility: You will be given login information to many sites including email, website, and other
accounts. You are to keep this information in the strictest confidence. You are only to post information that is
factual and relevant to news. ANY violation of this will result in immediate discipline action and the revoking of
any privileges you had for Laker Update. As a journalist, it is your responsibility to report accurate and factual
information. This is not an outlet for your opinion.

Food & Drink: Food and beverages are NOT allowed in the classrooms. Water is allowed if in a closed
container with a screw lid but never next to the computers or near equipment.

Equipment Check-Out: Equipment may be checked out for classroom projects only. You must complete the
appropriate form. The person filling out the form is responsible for the care and safety of the equipment. Any
damage that occurs, regardless of whose fault it is, the person that checked-out the equipment will be held
financially responsible for any and all replacement and/or repair costs.

Do not plan on any outside filming until you have approval from me to check-out equipment. | reserve the
right, based on your performance in my class, to not allow you to check out any equipment. Failure to return or
properly care for equipment will result in you no longer being able to check out equipment for future projects.

Grading Structure: Your grade is composed from three different sections: content you generate for our media
outlets, your performance during the show, and your weekly participation. Multimedia Production cannot run
without these three areas, so it is up to you to ensure that your show is successful.

Content

You will have several projects to choose from to reach a specified point value. It is up to you to earn an A.
Only projects that air will receive points. |, or a producer, may ask you to revise projects that do not meet
the standard, if you do not revise these projects, your project will not air and you will not receive the points. You
can do as many projects as you choose to get all the points necessary. Remember that all projects are graded
so just because you do a 20-point project, it does not mean that you earned all 20 points.

It is recommended that you are always working on several ideas/projects so that you are not dependent on one
aspect. Shortened weeks and breaks are taken into consideration when determining the point values. Points
will be earned per quarter. The grading category will be turned off until closer to the quarter end so that it is not
negatively impacting your grade while earning points. Please be mindful of this grading category as it WILL be
turned on at some point.

Evaluations

All of your main shows will be evaluated using a google form rubric that can be found on Canvas under the
module, Rubrics. This rubric was developed by the Michigan Interscholastic Press Association (MIPA). This is
a group grade because it requires effort from the group for its success.

Weekly Participation
Career Readiness

Regular attendance is essential for a successful show. When you are not here, it causes an additional burden
on the rest of the team. Just like you would for a real job, when you are absent, you must email me to inform



me of the absence BEFORE your class. If your absence is not excused, you will lose participation points for
that day. If your absence IS excused, you will have the opportunity to make up that participation grade by
selecting one of the “make-up participation” assignments.

Make-up Participation Assignments:

1) Come in before school (6:30am) or during lunch to help clean the studio or equipment room.

2) Create a how-to-tutorial video for the class archives (how to: dress a mic, interview, etc.)

3) Assist someone by filming their video project (this will not count as a-la-carte, no double-dipping).
4) Assist the producer by writing additional content for the daily show or newsmagazine.

5) Assist in an after school filming event (this will not count as a-la-carte, no double-dipping).

Point Reductions
Points will be deducted in this area for the following reasons:
1) Use of cell phones instead of working on projects

2) Not being where you should

3) Keeping people out of their class too long
4) Not using class time wisely

5) Continual tardiness to class

6) Failure to show up for a scheduled event

Newsroom and Studio Conduct

e The newsroom and studio are for MMP students only. Visitors should only come in for interviews.

e Pick up after yourselves. Push your chair in, place headphones back on the computers, throw trash
away.
Do not be afraid of the equipment, but take care of it like you paid for it with your hard earned money.
Act as though there is always something recording, because there is a good change there is.
You are learning skills that can be taken into the professional world, act the role now.
This is a learning environment. Not everything will be perfect. It is the goal to learn from the mistakes,
not make them again, and support ideas and risks (the good kind).
Be respectful to everyone and everything.
Professionalism, professionals



